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FROM CLINKER TO THE STARS -


THERMAL IMAGING SPECIALIST WINS QUEEN'S AWARD








An innovative kiln shell temperature monitoring system is amongst the products which have helped Thermoteknix Systems Ltd, Cambridge, win the Queen's Award for Export 1998. The company is internationally known for its leading edge thermal imaging products.  Applications for the technology are many and varied.  They include: space lab experiments; on track detection of racing car tyre failure; imaging re-perfusion of blood vessels during heart surgery and thermal inspection and monitoring of many industrial processes.  Now Thermoteknix has joined the elite corps of Britain's top award winning exporters such as Rolls Royce and Pilkington.





The Thermoteknix Centurion kiln scanner is a unique digital infrared instrument which provides real time high resolution shell scanning.  Continuous monitoring of  the temperature profile over the kiln shell surface can reveal hot spots caused by damage to the refactory lining and coating changes.  Early detection allows remedial steps to be taken and results in substantial savings in running costs, as well as maximising


production campaigns.





Thermoteknix have several hundred systems in  use by world leaders in the cement industry and news of the award has been greeted enthusiastically.





Mike Smith, Blue Circle Industries plc commented:  'It was very satisfying to hear that Thermoteknix Systems Ltd had at last been recognised with the Queen's Award for Export.  It has long been accepted within the cement industry that  the development of the infrared Kiln Shell Scanner has added significantly to the operational reliability of the cement manufacturing units.  Thermoteknix has always been in the forefront of this technology and has progressively become the international and domestic market leader.





'It has always been very satisfying to me to be in the position of being able to either specify or recommend to another international company or a third party client, a British home grown product. Particularly one that from personal experience, you know will perform to the required specification and will always be fully supported technically around the world.





'Winning this award is a real achievement, especially for a small company, many congratulations to Thermoteknix and its dedicated work force.'





The Centurion infrared digital line scanner has broken new ground for performance and precision electro-optics and its WinCem® and WinBrix® Refractory Expert system have proved that it is possible to combine both ease of operator use and powerful performance.





A particular benefit of the integral software is the production of worst case history files.  These reveal isolated hot spots indicating areas of damage and allow online computation of coating thickness. Although the lining may coat over temporarily, knowledge of these areas of weakness allows limited repair of brickwork to be carried out efficiently when the kiln is shut down.  This enables timely repairs to be made preventing more serious problems at a later date.  An easy to use VCR type control allows operators to review coating changes at the touch of a button.  Thermoteknix


Centurion shell scanners and WinCem® software are distributed by the


company's own agent network and industry giants ABB.





Since 1984 Thermoteknix has worked closely with the leading US thermal imager manufacturer, Inframetrics which has exclusive distribution of the Thermoteknix ThermaGRAM® and TherMonitor® infrared image processing ranges.  These are industry standards in Aerospace, Predictive Maintenance, Medicine, Micro-chip inspection and countless R&D applications.





In the cement industries this thermal imaging combination is also widely used in predictive maintenance applications throughout the plant, providing substantial operational savings and forming the basis of regular maintenance inspection programmes.





Centurion line scanners are also supplied to the metal industry, principally steel production from torpedo to coil and also aluminium rolling.  Thermoteknix WinStrip® a client/server architecture based program has been specially developed for this application.





Said Managing Director, Richard Salisbury, 'We are all delighted and very proud to have won this prestigious award which is so well recognised throughout the world.  This is a real team effort which represents sustained dedication and the greatest skills of our staff and partners.  Our sustained investment and commitment to develop new technology and applications within a strictly controlled software environment has helped us push the boundaries forward to deliver leading edge products.  Winning the Queen's Award is a real achievement for us and we look forward to proudly displaying its symbol as we work to achieve further growth and expansion.'


�



NOTES TO EDITORS





Thermoteknix Systems Ltd was founded in 1982 by Managing Director, Dr Richard Salisbury.  Originally formed to provide thermal imaging electronics and software to the aerospace and high tech R&D application fields it is now a world leader in the manufacture of infrared systems and software with exports accounting for 90 per cent of sales.





Thermoteknix first introduced its products to the Cement and Lime industries in 1985 with a shell scanning system supplied to Blue Circle Industries, UK, Northfleet plant.  Since then Thermoteknix has gone on to supply shell scanning and its related kiln specific products throughout the world including North America, India, South America, the Middle and the Far East.





Further information: Richard Salisbury/Caroline Moore, Thermoteknix Systems


Ltd, Mount Pleasant House, Mount Pleasant, Cambridge CB3 0RN.   
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